FROM THE PASTOR

Each year on the Memorial of Saint Elizabeth Ann
Seton (January 4) we pray:

O Lord, we ask that you look
graciously upon our gifts placed on
your altar in celebration of Saint
Elizabeth Ann Seton, and grant that
by the power at work in this
sacrifice, that we may be more
deeply inserted into the Mystery of
your Son who lives and reigns
forever and ever.

| pray that our celebration of the Paschal
Triduum—culminating in the renewal of our
Baptismal Promises next weekend—will help each
of us become more deeply inserted in the Paschal
Mystery who is Jesus.

“l GOT IT!” — are words heard during . - gy
baseball games as teammates signal
one another about fielding fly balls.
What strikes me is that in order to
make the catch the fielder—while
keeping his or her eye on the ball—moves and
adjusts his or her location so as to be in position to
catch the ball. This image can help us catch what
is going on this week.

A MOVING TARGET We celebrate Christmas
every year on December 25; however, with Easter
the date moves from year to year. How come?

The date for Christmas is determined by the solar
calendar, the date for Easter is set by way of the
lunar calendar.

PESACH - Since Passover
begins with the first full moon
| after the Spring equinox, we
4 wish our Jewish friends many
— " graces as they begin their eight
day celebration of Pesach (Passover) at sunset
this Monday, April 10.

PASCHA - Since the Paschal
Triduum begins on the first the
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moon after the Spring equinox,
we will begin our three day celebration of Pascha
at sundown this Thursday, April 13.

CATCHING & REFLECTING — The moon is not
the source of light; rather, the moon catches (“I got
it”) the light of our sun and reflects that light back
to us. The date for Pesach/Pascha is determined
by a heavenly body t h at moves in
the | ight.

PILGRIMAGE - Along with Sukkot and Shavuot,
Pesach (Passover) was one the three annual
pilgrimage feasts when our ancestors were
expected to travel to the Temple in Jerusalem. To
celebrate Passover meant that one was on the
road, on the move, keeping one’s eye on the ball
religiously in order to catch and to be caught up in
the meaning and power of Pesach.

PASCHA - is the term the Roman Missal uses for
the Liturgical season that will start at sundown this
Thursday. The Latin term Pascha is typically
translated with words such as: P a s c (bpanish);
P a s g dtalian); P & q u éFsench). While the
word E a s thehlights the vertical aspect of this
Feast (the sun rises in the East and next Sunday
we will celebrate the rising of the Son), the word
Easter is not in the Bible. Further, while the term
Easter does bring to light the vertical aspect of the
Feast, the word Easter leaves in the dark the
horizontal or pilgrimage dimension of this
week’s celebration. Note well: we need both a

vertical and a horizontal component in order to
by

foomandt o be f ocarCnossd
HORIZONTAL - Pascha comes
from the Hebrew word meaning
to leap or to pass over. The
angel of death passed over the
homes of our ancestors marked
with the blood of the lambs. Our
ancestors passed out of slavery
into freedom. They passed
through the Red Sea. They
passed through forty years of purification in
the desert. They passed through the Jordan River
into the Land of Promise. They continued to pass
through each day, each year, each success,
each failure.
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FROM THE PASTOR, cont.

SOULS IN MOTION — We are called to be souls-in
-motion, pilgrims, disciples on the road with Jesus.
This Pascha will be—Pascha. We have never
before been at this point in our soul's passage and
we will never pass this unique moment again.

“IT’S GOT ME!”- Will we be able to catch and be
caught up in the meaning, power and grace being
offered to us as individuals and as a parish this
week? Will we keep our eye on the ball and move
our schedules accordingly? Sometimes we make
the catch; in this instance, though, | think the
Catch makes (transforms) us.

IS ST. JOHN’S GOSPEL ANTI-

SEMITIC? - Of the sixty-four

times St. John uses the term “the

Jews” in his Gospel, thirty-five

(55%) are neutral, seven (11%)

are positive, and twenty-two (34%)
are negative. As we begin the “Season of John”
we need to admit that about one third of the time
John refers to “the Jews” he is presenting them in
a collective negative light. Since Anti-Semitism is
a sin, what are we to make of this? | think we face
it and remember that God speaks to us in Sacred
Scripture, in Catholic Tradition, in the failures and
sins of our past, in the questions of the present, in
our hopes for the future, through others, and in our
own hearts. It is important to keep the
conversation alive. For more on our relations to
the Jewish people check the Cat ec hi s
Cat hol i c(pa@draphrs 6064, 218-219, 597-
599, 762, 839, 1611-1612).

~ POOR BOXES All  funds
GHBML“E received in our Parish Poor
v ey wama e 3OXES this Lent will be used to
support this winter’'s Cold Blue Ministry located in
Sacred Heart Church Hall from 8:00 PM to
8:00 AM every night.

“GIVING HOPE TO ALL” -
theme of the 2017 Catholic
Charities Appeal. This annual
appeal is our main corporate effort
as the Body of Christ in the five
counties of the Archdiocese to serve
hundreds of thousands of our neighbors in need of
material and social assistance. For more visit
http://www.catholiccharitiesappeal.org.

PRAY, FAST, LEARN, GIVE
OCRS&CE This week CRS Rice Bowl
BOWL

is the

invites us to encounter our

neighbors.  We encounter
Jesus this week in
Jerusalem, a community he knew well. We

prayerfully enter into our own communities too,
encountering those who are hungry and thirsty,
and others who need our help. Visit
crsricebowl.org for more. You can access
meatless recipes to observe Lenten fasting
protocols at www.crsricebowl.org/recipe. At the
end of Lent, we ask you to convert your Rice Bowl
donations into one check and place that check into
the cpllectjon basket on Holy Thursday or on

'Eastet Sun aryl/.e

s ADDITIONAL PEOPLE

S NEEDED - We need additional
people to serve as MINISTERS
OF HOSPITALITY for the
Paschal Triduum and Easter
Sunday. Experienced Ministers of Hospitality will be
at each service to direct any extra one-time helpers.
We are asking all current Ministers of Hospitality and
any other folks who would like to help just this time,
to please put your name and phone number on one
of the sign up sheets in Sacred Heart Church,
St. Ann Church, the lobby of Chapel or near the
St. Joseph statue.

"“"'iftryg

Table Fellowship for the
WEEK OF APRIL 9
St. Peter’s Church

121 Church St.

A07

1

Lunch - Monday - Friday
Noon to 1:00 PM

Monday (April 10)
Dinner 5:00 - 6:00 PM Pantry 5:00 - 6:00 PM

Saturday (April 15)
Dinner 5:00 PM
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THE WEEK OF APRIL 9, 2017
PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION

SUNDAY
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion

7:30 AM Mass in Chapel
9:30 AM Mass in Chapel
9:30 AM Spanish Mass in Church
11:30 AM Mass in Chapel
6:00 PM Mass in Chapel

8:00 AM - 1:00 PM - Palm Sunday Breakfast Buffet
at St. Basil The Great Parish Hall.

9:30 AM - Children’s Liturgy (602)
9:30 AM - Sunday School (Pre-School)
10:35 AM - PREP K-6 (School)

3:00 PM - Outdoor Celebration of the
Stations of the Cross starting at Grace
Crossings Church, Gay and Church Sts.
Sponsored by the Christian Congregations
of the Phoenixville Area Clergy Association.

7:00 PM - Jr. & Sr. High Youth Groups (Church Hall)

MONDAY
Monday of Holy Week

8:00 AM Mass in St. Ann Church

7:00 PM - Women’s Guild (Church Hall)
7:30 PM - Liturgical Minister/Captain Meeting (Chapel)
7:30 PM - Legion of Mary (Church Hall 2)

TUESDAY
Tuesday of Holy Week

8:00 AM Mass in St. Ann Church

8:30 AM - Confessions (Church)

5:45 PM - Youth Choir (Chapel)

6:20 PM - PREP K-6 (Church, School)
6:30 PM - Confessions (Church)

7:00 PM - Adult Choir (Chapel)

7:00 PM - RCIA (Parish Office)

WEDNESDAY
Wednesday of Holy Week

8:00 AM Mass in St. Ann Church

8:30 AM - 7:00 PM - Eucharistic Adoration (Church)
7:00 PM - Charismatic Prayer (Church Hall 2)
7:30 PM - ESL Classes (Church Hall,1, 3 & 4)

7:30 - 9:00 PM - Catholic Young Adults - The Doctor
Is In at Ss. Peter & Paul Parish. Event rescheduled
from March 29. We continue our Catholicism:
Pivotal Players series with a look at St. Thomas Aquinas
- friar, priest, scholar, and Doctor of the Church. What
can we learn from his lifelong quest to answer the
question, "What is God?"

THE
SACRED
PASCHAL
TRIDUUM
2017

See Insert in Today’s Bulletin

THU 7:30 PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper Chapel
FRI 7:30 PM The Passion of the Lord Chapel

SAT 1:00 PM Easter Basket Blessing in Sacred Heart Church

8:00 PM The Easter Vigil Chapel
NEXT 7:30 AM Easter Mass Chapel
SUN 9:30 AM Easter Mass Chapel

9:30 AM Easter Mass in Spanish in Sacred Heart Church

9:40 AM Easter Mass CHURCH
11:30 AM Easter Mass Chapel
11:40 AM Easter Mass CHURCH
2:00 PM Vietnamese Mass CHURCH

Our Parish Office will be CLOSED on;

APRIL 14 AND 15
GOOD FRIDAY AND
HOLY SATURDAY

If you need a priest please phone
the parish office
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= THIS WEEK’S SCRIPTURES

iSun: Is 50:4-7/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14—27:66
SMon: Is 42:1-7/Jn 12:1-11

: Tues: |s 49:1-6/Jn 13:21-33,36-38

SWed: s 50:4-9a/Mt 26:14-25

§Thu: Ex 12:1-8,11-14/1 Cor 111:23-26/Jn 13:1-15
: Fri: Is 52:13—53:12/Heb 4:14-16;5:7-9/

Jn 18:1—19:42

: Sat: Gn 1:1—2:2;Gn 22:1-18;Ex 14:15—15:1;

Is 54:5-14;Is 55:1-11;Bar 3:9-15,32—4:4;
Ex 36:16-17a,18-28;Rom 6:3-11;Mt 28:1-10
: Next

SSun:  Acts 10:34a,37-43/Col 3:1-4/Jn 20:1-9



UPCOMING EVENTS

If you will be attending please call the Parish Office at 610-933-3732 by April 27.

SPRING MASS
OF ANOINTING
Monday, May 1 at 4:00 PM
in Griffin Hall
followed by a light dinner & social.

The Church believes that the Anointing of the Sick is "especially intended
to strengthen those who are being tried by illness." The primary grace of
this sacrament, then, is the strength, peace and courage to overcome
the difficulties of serious illness and old age. Anointing unites the sick
person to the passion of Christ and to the entire Church, giving meaning
to the suffering that he or she endures.

HOPE Drivers will be available.
Call the HOPE Captain to schedule a ride.
April 16 - 30: Joan Lyon at 610-933-4751.

Volunteers
arc just ordinary pcople
with jeXtraordinary
hearts.
Thcy offer the
gift Of their time
to teach, to listen,
to help, to inspire,
to bujld, to grow,
1o lca[‘ n.

Thc.V eXpect no pay,
vet the Value of their
woOrk knows no limit. ..
They've known the
unexpected joy
of a simple hug.
They've planted tiny
seeds of love

in countless lives.

Volunteers
arc just ordinary people
who reach out
and take 2 hand
. and togcther
make a difference
that lasts a lifetime.

You are very valuable to the life of our parish and to

show our appreciation we invite you to our Volunteer
Appreciation Night on Saturday, May 6 from 6:30 to
8:30 PM in Griffin Hall.

Everyone who participates in any parish group is invited
to attend. We want to show our gratitude to all of you
who join in parish life.

There wi || be an
desserts, hot/cold beverages
you to enjoy.

array of hor s
including wine and beer for

Please set aside a few hours to join us in raising a glass to
toast you fi all our wonderful volunteers.

Child Care will be provided. Please list number of children

and ages.

Please call 610 -933-3732 or email stannphx@comcast.net by
April 26.

Fr. Newns & St. Ann Staff

A

REGISTER
~ NOW

Information and forms now available online and at the Parish Office

PREP REGISTRATION 2017-2018
March 26 — June 3
DON’T DELAY!
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St. Ann Parji 3 h 4/12/17 Sunday Donations
Vacation Bible $Bchool | A@nlsdnday |Fiscal Year to Date
Jesse Tree Journey in Fiscal Year 71116 - 412117
June 26 - June 30
9:00 AM - Noon Budget: $15,935 $631,745
Ages 42 -11
Offering:
The Old Testament leads us to Jesus as we
explore HIS family tree. Studying prophets and Envelopes $12,151 $469,716
faithful men and women creates adventure and _ Loose 1,047 39,650
when we reach Jesus we learn how beautiful Online Giving 1,654 73,205
God's plan was from the very beginning of time! Mail 2,132 64,075
Children meet His family through music and art, Total $16,984 $646,646
prayer and game faith formation stations.
Snacks, role plays and assemblies are enjoyed Overage $1,049 $14,901
In this summer program, too. Thank you for your generosity!
Adult and youth volunteers (ages 12+) needed
to heIp in all areas. Contact Julie Prichett at %wmg
youthstann@comcast.net or call 610-755-1077. REMEMBER OUR SICK
. . . . i Alicia Andrews, Gene Bernat, Chad Berish, Beth i
Child registration forms are now available on i c , Cain. |
the parish website and at the Parish Office. : Booth, Carolyn Boring, Ashley Rose Bukay, Ed Cain, :
i Eleanor and John Calvecchio, Leroy Campbell, Dave :

i Cocci, Angeline Costello, John Daly, Joe Demyan, :

NEED A RIDE - HOPE volunteers drive people in Michael DiArcangelo, Lida Dickinson, Lucille Dickson,

need to appointments or:on essential errands, i Loan Doan, Tom Fedick, Dan Fennell, Daniel Flores, :
Monday - Friday, 7:00 AM -4:00 PM. Schedule a| i gally Freed, Ryan Gerhold, Joe Gibson, Gordon
ride 4 days in advance. i Gladden, Jennifer Pacifico Golaszewski, Christine :
Greger, Jim Havrilla, Jean Hoffman, Joseph

April 1 -15: Mary Ann Fennell at 610-933-1058 i Hohenleitner, Angela Hogan, Ann Hovanec, Michael :
April 16 - 30: Joan Lyon at 610-933-4751 Hudak, Jeanette Jelus, Ann Johnson, Irene King, Jack
Klenk, Patrick Koch, John Koch, Irene Layden, Denise

Necesita un “RIDE” - Nuestro Ministerio HOPE tiene i Long, Ray Long, Claire Maestrale, Steve & Joanne :
voluntaries disponibles para llevarlo a citas i Mardi, Marie Marosek, Thomas Mastrangelo, Heather :
esenciales de lunes a liernes, de 7 AM a 4 PM. Para McCann, John McKenzie, Michele Mellon, Ron
coordinar esta actividad por favor llame a Rosa Motzer, Tom Moyer, Karen Nesspor, Jacob Nichols,
Padilla al 484-302-6056 con 4 dias de anticipacion. Georgene O’Donnell, Marcelo Opiela, Steve Pannella,

Cindy Patton, Joan Pendergast, Abigail Pilcicki,
{ Dianne Litishin Ponzio, Christine Radoiss, Katherine
i Raggazino, Jerry Ratchford, John Riegel, Kris
AIDDF OR E RIENDS Roberts, Kathryn Rocky, Florence Schlosman, Pat
FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP FOR THE HOMEBOUND Scott, Ken Shackleton, Keith Sheridan, Patrick§
i Sheridan, Eustachia Shtohryn, Margaret Sim, James
§Smith, Renee Smith, Jennifer Spencer, Sr., Evelyn :
i Spitz, Bob Stancavage, Marc Stevenson, Sherri
Stover, Ethel Thomas, Glenn Thomas, Don Troncelliti,
{ Helen Twargoski, Doris Valerio, Jeff Vance, Joe
§Vargo, Paul G. Weaver, Charles Wertz, Talan
{ Wolstenholme, our homebound, parishioners in
Nursing Homes, Hospitals & all serving in the Armed
: Forces. :
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